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Daiichi Sankyo, AstraZeneca sign $6.9M deal for cancer drug

29 March 2019 | News

AstraZeneca to pay Daiichi Sankyo up to $6.90 billion in total consideration, including $1.35 billion upfront payment
and up to an additional $5.55 billion contingent upon achievement of future regulatory
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Daiichi Sankyo Company, Limited has entered into a global development and commercialization agreement with AstraZeneca
for Daiichi Sankyo's lead antibody drug conjugate (ADC), [fam-] trastuzumab deruxtecan (DS-8201), currently in pivotal
development for multiple HER2 expressing cancers including breast and gastric cancer, and additional development in non-
small cell lung and colorectal cancer.

Daiichi Sankyo and AstraZeneca will jointly develop and commercialize [fam-] trastuzumab deruxtecan as a monotherapy or
a combination therapy worldwide, except in Japan where Daiichi Sankyo will maintain exclusive rights. Daiichi Sankyo will be
solely responsible for manufacturing and the supply of [fam-] trastuzumab deruxtecan.

As announced separately by Daiichi Sankyo, a Biologics License Application (BLA) submission to U.S. FDA for [fam-]
trastuzumab deruxtecan in HER2 positive metastatic breast cancer previously treated with ado trastuzumab emtansine (T-
DM1) will be accelerated to the first half of fiscal year 2019.

Designed using Daiichi Sankyo's DXd proprietary ADC technology, [fam-] trastuzumab deruxtecan is comprised of a
humanized HER2 antibody attached to a novel topoisomerase | inhibitor payload by a tetrapeptide-based linker. It is designed
to target and deliver chemotherapy inside cancer cells and reduce systemic exposure to the cytotoxic payload compared to
the way chemotherapy is commonly delivered.

Under the terms of the agreement, AstraZeneca will pay Daiichi Sankyo an upfront payment of $1.35 billion. Contingent
payments of up to $5.55 billion include $3.8 billion for achievement of future regulatory milestones and other contingencies,
as well as sales-related milestones of up to $1.75 billion. Total payments under the agreement have the potential to reach up
to $6.90 billion.
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